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“Hallowed be Thy Name”      Text – Matthew 6:9b       OT Reading – Psalm 8  NT Reading – Romans 11:33-36


Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
I was once told about a home visit where, during discussions about the names of God, a little boy stated that he thought God’s name was Harold.  Upon further questioning by the somewhat curious elders, he revealed that he knew this to be so because all the people in church prayed, “Our Father in heaven Harold be thy name.”  Now, thankfully the elders were able to correct the faulty theology of this young lad by explaining that he had misheard what was actually being said.  

And as we know from the Lord’s Prayer, what is actually said is “our Father in heaven hallowed be your name.”  

Now, the word “hallowed” is one of those not so commonly used English words that has survived even the NIV translator’s updating efforts, largely because it is such a well-known and wonderfully descriptive part of the Lord’s Prayer.  
And yet, it is a word that needs to be explained.  
A quick look through some dictionaries and thesauruses, then, reveals the following as the basic meaning of or synonyms for the word “hallowed”: Reverenced, honoured, feared, venerated, regarded with feelings of respect and reverence; considered exalted or to be in awe of, holy, sacred, consecrated, blessed, or sacrosanct.  

And yet, the simple fact of the matter is, as Lord’s Day 47 helpfully spells out for us, that the Greek word translated as “hallowed” is one of those rich words that has a whole body of meaning.  
And a bare word search and dictionary definition will not suffice to explain all that this request has in view.  
No, just as with every other part of this pattern for prayer, we can only ever hope to understand it if we interpret it taking the intent of the whole Bible into mind, in terms of why and how and when God’s name is to be hallowed.

So let’s continue to explore the riches of the Lord’s pattern for Christian prayer as we note that with this request the Lord calls on believers to hallow God’s name.  
And this means that when we obediently pray after this pattern, 
We believers ask God to help us hallow His name.  

And there are three things that we ask for as we make this request.  
When we pray, “Our Father in heaven hallowed be your name,” we are asking the following: 
Firstly, Father, help us to know you.  
Secondly, Father, help us to worship you.  
And thirdly, Father, help us to live for you. 

	But before we move on to consider these three things, there is another matter that I have already taken for granted that needs a brief explanation.  
	And that is that we all understand that these words of the Lord’s Prayer are in fact the first request.  
	You see, it is possible to mistakenly view this first request as not a request but a recognition or a declaration or a description.  
	We have already recognized God as “our Father,” we have declared Him to be “in heaven,” and here we now describe His name as “Hallowed.”  


	Against this idea though is the tense of the verb that Jesus uses.  Literally, it is “let it be hallowed, your name.”  
	It is a request by way of command.  

It is exactly the same form of word used by God in creation, “Let there be light,” for instance.  
Thus, when we use these words or pray according to this pattern, we are asking that God’s name be hallowed, by us, by others, by creation, and, ultimately, by God Himself. 
	So this is, most definitely, the first request of the Lord’s Prayer. 


	And this leads us on to another sub-point in relation to the requests of the Lord’s pattern for prayer.  
	If you have your Bibles open in front of you, you may have noted or heard before that the first three requests of the prayer are all God-focused: “Hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  

And the next three requests are “us” focused: “Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”  
	So, in a manner similar to the 10 Commandments, the focus of the Lord’s Prayer is first on God, then on man.  


	However having noted this, we must be careful not to think that our needs must wait until we have dealt with the things that belong to God.  
	In one sense this is true.  I expect most of you boys and girls will have learnt the acronym JOY: JOY stands for Jesus first, Others second, Yourself last.  
	We should begin with God before we turn to the needs of others or our own needs, and Jesus is very clearly reminding us of this in this pattern for Christian prayer.  
	We need to learn to explore and exhaust the things of God before we get on to ourselves.  
	And yet, it would be very unhelpful for us to fail to see that our needs are very much in view even with these first three requests.  
	You see, we were created to glorify God; 1 Cor 10:31, “Whatever you do … do it all to the glory of God.”  
	And so, we need to hallow God’s name.  
	And it is the same with His kingdom and His will.  
	We need His kingdom to come, and to participate in His kingdom work.  

We need His will to be done, and to do His will.  
	So, while God is primarily in view in these first three requests, our needs are intimately bound up in them also.


OK then, let’s move on, and see how this is so in this first request by seeing that when we pray, “Hallowed be your name,” we are saying, Father, help us to know you.

	Congregation, I expect you have probably all been involved in the following type of conversation at one time or the other.  Two school friends are talking and one says to the other, “You know Jeff, don’t ya?”  And the other replies, “Yeah, I think I know who you’re talking about but I don’t really know him all that well.”  And it is a fact, isn’t it, that even though we can learn names pretty quickly, it takes much longer to really get to know someone.  
	Well, it is this same idea that is in view with the words of this first request in the Lord’s Prayer.  
	When Jesus calls us here to hallow God’s name, He has far more in view than honouring God’s name; the ‘label,’ if I can carefully use that word, by which He is known.  
	Now, that is not to say that knowing the names of God that are found in the Bible or studying them is unhelpful.  Far from it!  
	It is an entirely profitable thing for us as believers to do, something I would most heartily recommend you to do some time.  
	The names of God that we find in the Bible reveal much about who He is and what He does.  
	Think of the name, Shepherd, for example.  


	But the Greek word for “name,” here, and how it is used, clearly indicate to us that what is in view here is far more than just God’s name in terms of ‘label.’  
	“Name,” here, means person and power.  

“Name,” here, means attributes and characteristics.  
“Name,” here, means God according to how we know Him in relationship.  

	Perhaps you recall the time when Moses met God in the burning bush.  God told Moses he wanted Him to go and deliver Israel from Egypt.  And Exodus 3 tells us that Moses replied, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what shall I tell them?"  God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM.  This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.'" … "Say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers-- the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob-- has sent me to you.'  This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation.”  
	God’s name meant far more than just a label.
	We see this also in Matthew 28:19, for instance, where Jesus said, “Baptiz[e] them into the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”  
	Now, there is clearly a power in the very names, so to speak, but “name” there also means so much more than ‘label.’  It means relationship.


	And we see how this works with little children and their parents.  
	Young children often brag to each other about their parents.  ‘My Mum bakes the best cookies in the whole wide world.’  ‘My Dad can kick a ball way up nearly to the sun.’  
	You see, for them, the words Mum or Dad mean everything that they have come to know about their parents through careful study and observation, even though they are young.  
	Because they know their parents, they love to talk about them and boast about them and celebrate them.  


	And this is exactly the kind of thing in view here in this first request.  
	Father, help us to know you so that we can talk about you, ‘boast’ about you, and celebrate you.


	Which means, brothers and sisters, young people, and boys and girls, that in order for us to be able to pray this request, or to pray in the manner of this request, we must know God.  
	We need to know that He is the Creator of heaven and earth.  

We need to know that He is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  
We need to know that He is “slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness (Psalm 103).”  
	We need to know that He is “a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments (Exodus 20:5-6).”  

We need to know that “every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows (James 1:17).”  
	We need to know that “He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities (Psalm 103).”  
	We need to know that He “cannot be mocked.  A man [will] reap what he sows (Gal 6:7).”  

And we need to know that in Jesus Christ, our Father “has blessed in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing (Eph. 1:3).”

	So, are you busy with this?  
	Are you keenly reading and studying this record of who He is and what He has done in Christ (Hold up the Bible)?  

Are you reading church history and biography and theology?  
	Are you listening to these things?  
	Are you spending time getting to know your Father in heaven?  
	And are you doing this through the person and work of Jesus Christ, and in the power of the Holy Spirit so that you might hallow God’s name? 


When we pray, “Hallowed by your name, we are saying, “Father, help me to know you.”  
But secondly, we are also saying, “Father, help me to worship you.” 

You know there are two ways that the word holy operates; one is negative and the other positive.  
Negatively, it means withdrawal and separation; being taken from common use and set aside for special use.  
In OT language, if I was to make a candlestick holy, I would take a candlestick that might once have been used for all sorts of purposes, perhaps even to provide light on sinful activity, and to restrict its use now just to holy use.  
In Deuteronomy 7:6, God said to Israel, “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God.  The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.”  
And so, He brought them out of Egypt and called them to have nothing to do with the surrounding nations, because they were holy.  

But positively, holiness has in view the attributes of God, such as goodness and mercy and love, etc, that shine like the rays of the sun over everything to reveal His glory.  
Think of Psalm 29:1, “Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; worship the LORD in the splendour of His holiness.”

And so, when we pray, “Hallowed be your name”; when we say, ‘Father, help me to worship you,’ we are asking for both of these things.  
On the one hand, we want a protective wall to be set up around the name of God so that it is not trampled on or wrongly used.  
We want God’s name, both in terms of the name itself and in terms of who He is and what he has done, to be reserved for the special use of worship.  

But on the other hand, we also want His name, both in terms of the name itself and who He is and what He does, as one commentator says, “to open all sinful doors, curtains, and obstructions so that the clear rays of His omnipotence, goodness, wisdom and compassion can illuminate the world for all to be seen.”  
We are joining the psalmist who said in Psalm 96:9, “Worship the LORD in the splendour of His holiness; tremble before Him, all the earth.”  
And we do this because we want the whole world to join us in worshipping the Lord using the words of Psalm 8:1, just as we did a little while ago.  
We want them also to be able to say, “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.”  

You see, if Jesus Christ has revealed Himself to us by the power of His Holy Spirit, we have come to know God as our Father.  
We have been rescued from the eternity of hell and brought into a relationship of light and joy and love and holiness.  
And we know that the only hope for all those who are currently destined for hell is the same relationship that we enjoy with God as our Father, through Jesus Christ.  

So, all that we learn about God through the reading of His Word and the study of history and biography and theology, etc, 
all that we learn about God through the beautiful sunsets and dazzling displays of lightening, 
all that we learn about God through science and art and literature is intended, yes to encourage us to private worship, but also to public worship.  
All this must drive us, on Sundays, into this building, and on Mondays through Saturdays, in our homes, and offices, and classrooms, and warehouses to hallow Him through our worship.  
As we learn more about the triune God, we must worship Him, ourselves, and worship Him by revealing Him to others.  

After all, just think about how much a new couple speak about each other.  It’s ‘he said this’ and ‘she did that’ and ‘he is so…’ and ‘she is just…’!  
Well, don’t we have all the more reason to worship God both in here and out there?  
Don’t we have all the more reason to hallow His name and say, “Father, help me to worship you?”

We do!  And because we do, when we say “Hallowed be your name,” we are also saying, “Father, help me to live for you.”

	You see, we must never think that our worship of God is restricted to what goes on here in our church services.  
	The Lord’s Prayer is not some special language reserved only for a couple of hours on a Sunday.  It is a whole of life commitment to worship.  
	I quoted earlier from 1 Cor. 10:31, “Whatever you do … do it all to the glory of God.”  
	A little earlier in His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said in Matthew 5:16, “Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”


	And again, both the negative and the positive aspects of holiness are in view here.  
	Not only must we take care that all we say and do keeps God’s name from being un-hallowed; blasphemed, which is the opposite of being hallowed, we must strive with every word and every deed to see that God’s name is hallowed.   


	And many times, each and every day, we are faced with moments where we can encourage either one or the other, aren’t we people of God?  
	An unwholesome joke pops into our minds.  Will we repeat it, causing those who know us to be Christians to question Christianity and thereby blaspheme God?  
	We have been looking at marriage as an evangelistic relationship for some weeks now.  Will we love our wife or submit to our husband, in whatever the situation is before us at that moment, and thereby hallow God’s name, ourselves, and help our wife, or children, or whoever else is present to do the same, or will we create an opportunity for blasphemy?  
	Will we give God the credit for the magnificent day, hallowing His name, even if it is to someone we hardly know?  
	Will we be dishonest with the test at school?  Will we choose to wear clothing that is not modest?  Will we call someone up for their blasphemy or bad language?
	With all our behaviour and with all our words, as those who because of Jesus Christ have God as our Father, hallow His name, or will we pretend to be children of the devil, and hallow his name?


	You see, while we often talk about faith being a matter of head and heart, there is a danger that in so doing we neglect another important aspect of faith.
	While people often say, ‘I know it and believe it up here, but just wish I could also feel it more strongly here,’ that’s still not enough.
	Yes, faith in God as Father, through Christ, begins with knowledge and belief and assurance up here and in here.
	But then it must flow into here (hands) and here (tongue) and here (ears and eyes) and every other part of our bodies.
	By faith, our whole body must be used to hallow the name of God.


	As followers of Jesus Christ, we must be those who hallow the name of God.  
	We must be those who want to know Him, those who want to worship Him, and those who want to live for Him.  
	We must be those who make the psalmist’s 72nd psalm our prayer: “May His name endure forever; may it continue as long as the sun.  All nations will be blessed through Him, and they will call Him blessed.  Praise be to the LORD God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvelous deeds.  Praise be to His glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with His glory. Amen and Amen.


